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NOTES FROM LNS : 

Thin LNS packet tries to bring you up to date 

the Attica and San 

"Quentin 6 trials — and things are looking up. 

A New York court is finally hearing testimony from 
prisoners and National Guard members, concerning 
; the brutal Assault on Attica in September of 1971. 
‘At issue is the state’s "selective prosecution" 
of 62 prisoners and no members of the assault team 
and their higher-ups. In California, the state’s 
key prosecution witness has refused to testify 
against the San Quentin 6. 

1 We spoke with a representative of the San 
Quentin 6 defense committee in California who Want- 
ed us to encourage the alternative press to cover 
both of these trials as much as possible. They 
feel that with the straight press’s sensationalized 
coverage of the arrest of Patty Hearst, these trials 
are being overlooked. 

Aside from the hard news concerning the San 
Quentin trial, we’ve also included background on 
the case and its importance to the prison movement 
> in general. 

Keep a look out: for our next packet and a story 
; on Cambodia. The Indochina Resource Center in 

• Washington DC has just issued a repott which charges 
thje U.S. was responsible for the starvation deaths 

^ of 15,000 Cambodians in the last few months of the 
war there, t ^ * 

^ The i Center also challenges the U, S. govern- 

ment’s contention that there is starvation in 
Cambodia now, and takes a look at the new revolu- 
tionary government’s economic policies and accom- 
,/ plishments. In addition, we ’ 11 be running recent 

* photos from Cambodia. 

That’s it for #734,. October 4. 
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KEY PROSECUTION WITNESS IN SAN QUENTIN SIX TRIAL 
REFUSES TO TESTIFY AND DISAPPEARS; 

ATTORNEY SAYS WITNESS’S "LIFE IN DANGER* 1 

NEW YORK (LNS) «« The prosecution’ s' c&se at the 
San Quentin Six trial in San Rafael, California, was 
severely set back on September 16, when the prosecu- 
tion’s key witness refused to testify against the 
defendants. The witness, a white prisoner, said he 
had cooperated with the prosecution only after ex- 
periencing severe beatings by prison guards and 
threats on his life. 

The four black and two Hispanic San Quentin Six 
were prisoners at San Quentin in 1971. They are 
charged with conspiring to kill three prison guards 
in a 1971 incident ^which ended in the death of the 
guards and three prisoners, including prisoner acti- 
vist George Jackson® 

Five of the defendants, Fleeta Drumgo, Johnny 
Larry Spain, David Johnson, Luis Talamantez and Hugo 
Pinnell, still prisoners at San Quentin’s maximum 
security Adjustment Center (a behavior modification 
unit) appear in court each day shackled and chained 
to their seats, a "precautionary measure" taken by 
Henry Broderick, the presiding judge. The sixth de- 
fendant, Willie Tate, is out of jail on bond. 

The trial, which ©pefted 1 July 28 after six 
months of jury selection, has been marked by severe 
discrepancies in the testimony of four guards. The 
guards’ version of the events surrounding the killing 
of George Jackson has contained notorious contradic- 
tions from the beginning® 


prisoners espousing white .supremacist and Nazi 
ideology. He was later to be one of 27 prisoners 
dragged out into the San Quentin courtyard and 
tortured, after the August 21, 1971 killing of 
George Jackson. 

Shortly afterwards, he gave testimony against 
the San Quentin Six that was later used to indict 
by a grand jury to indict the six. 

A year later, however, in a $450-million law- 
suit he filed against the California Department of 
Corrections, Mane ino swore in an affidavit that 
his grand jury testimony was untrue — that it was 
provided by prison guards, and that his life was 
threatened unless he cooperated. 

After being handcuffed and dragged out naked 
into the San Quentin courtyard in the 1971 incident, 
Mancino stated, he was kicked and beaten by prison 
quards, and then shot in both legs at close range 
with a .30 calibre rifle. He also swore that he 
was refused medical treatment for over an hour, and 
even after being operated on without anesteties, he 
was tortured until he agreed to testify against 
certain prisoners. 

In the affidavit, Mancino also said that he was 
earlier approached while in Soledad prison in 1970 
by Captain Moody, a prison guard, who. "asked me 
directly if I would kill George Jackson* 1 (also a 
prisoner at Soledad at the time). Mancino refused, 
although Moody made it clear that if Mancino refused, 
his life would be in danger. 

Defense Set To Present Case 


But now the prosecution will have to rely on 
the guards’ contradictory testimonyhbecause their 
star witness, Allan Mancino, refused to testify on 
September 16. Mancino is a prisoner who has been 
kept incommunicado for most of four years at secret 
locations within the California Penal system. In a 
1972 affidavit he described constant intimidation 
and beatings by prison guards who tried to ensure 
that he would testify against the defendants. 

Mancino’ s lawyer Salle Soladay was allowed to 
see him on September 20, at which time he told her 
that he had been beaten by two guards the night be- 
fore he refused to testify. According to Mancino, 
while asleep on the night of September 15, he was 
pinned down by one person and beaten by another. 

Jerry Herman, the main prosecutor at the San 
Quentin Six trial denied that Mancino had been 
beaten the previous night, claiming that Mancino ’s 
visibly bruised face, cut head, and discolored, 
swollen-shut eye had been caused by a fall from his 
bed. 

Mancino has been moved to an unknown location 
and as of October 2, attorney Salle Soladay has not 
been able to find out where he is being held, and 
says she fears for his life® 

The next thing we could find out is that Allan 
Mancino has been shot while trying to escape," said 
Soladay. She added that Mancino ’s decision was an 
act of "great courage" and formally requested that 
he be transferred to federal custody to ensure his 
safety. 

Before being politically influenced by prisoner 
activist George Jackson, Mancino was at one time a 
member of the "Aryan Brotherhood,** a clique of white 
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The only other prosecution witnesses at the 
ttial were guards working at the Adjustment Center 
at San Quentin at the time of the incident. Many 
contradictions arose in their testimony, and some 
of it clashed with previous testimony given to 
state investigators immediately after the 1971 
incident. 

For instance, one guard, Edward Fleming testi- 
fied on August 21, 1971, that he had conducted a 
"skin search" of George Jackson on the day of the 
shooting incident, and that Fleming fteaff another 
guard search Jackson as well. During the trial, 
however, Fleming denied that he had conducted the 
search and S’aid he didn't see anyone else do it 
either. The search testimony is significant be- 
cause guards have claimed that they found Jackson 
hiding a gun in a wig. 

Other guards admitted they carried handguns 
and switchblade knives into the prison that day, 
but claimed they didn't know it was against regu- 
lations. Prison regulations specifically prohibit 
guards from carrying weapons. 

"The prosecution's case has corns apart in front 
of their eye 8," one member of the San Quentin Six 
Defense Committee said, but added, "the judge has 
been sending the jury out of the courtroom during 
critical periods when prosecution witnesses begin 
to perjure themselves." 

The defense will present its case the second 
week in October. Several prisoners at the Adjust- 
ment Center during the 1971 incident are expected to 
testify, possibly providing for the first time, the 
true circumstances surrounding the death of George 
Jackson. The going won' t be easy, however, since 
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more ® . ® 


much of the defense ’ s case rests on the mistreatment 
of prisoners at San Quentin — evidence that the 
judge may consider "irrelevant • " Judge Broderick has 
already indicated that he won’t allow testiitony on 
the subject in his courtredin, telling defense lawyers 
that "officers killing inmates isn’t relevant®" 
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( See graphics in this packet® For background 
information on jury selection see #712; on beatings 
and gassings see #722®) 

BACKGROUND TO THE SAN QUENTIN SIX CASE 

(Editor’s note; Most of this material was pro- 
vided by Common Sense, a San Fransisco newspaper® 
Material from KPFA’s correspondent Mark Shwartz, 
the San Quentin 6 Defense Committee and the"Black 
Panther "newspaper, was added by LNS ). 

NEW YORK (LNS )~The defense at the trial of the 
San Quentin Six charges that police and prison 
officials conspired to kill George Jackson, then 
covered their deed by accusing other prisoners of 
murder and conspiracy® 

The State of California — though not claim- 
ing that the Six actually killed anyone— is charging 
them uhder its conspiracy law with the murder of 
three guards and two prisoners in Jackson’s alleged 
escape attempt on August 21, 1971® 

The case has become a critical test in the 
struggle between a growing prison movement and the 
forces which seek to repress it® All the defendants 
are activists in that movement, and took part in a 
militant 1971 prison strike to protest California’s 
indeterminant sentences and the prevailing 6 to 8 
cent an hour wage at San Quentin* Previous to their 
indictments in 1971, they had been active in expos- 
ing prison conditions through numerous lawsuits , and 
through writings that appeared outside the prison® 

As punishment for their militancy, five of the 
prisoners still remain in the San Quentin Adjust- 
ment Center, where they are locked up 23 to 24 
hours a day, and not allowed recreational, educa- 
tional, or any other programs* The concrete cells 
are filthy, roach ridden, and the prisoners must 
sleep on a thin cotton pad on a cement pallet® A 
former psychiatrist at Soledad Prison said of 
California’s Adjustment Centers, "I don’t think a 
place more destructive of mental health could be 
devised if we tried®" 

Chains and Shackles in the Courtroom 


prejudice them* 

The .courtroom in , the ultra-modern Marin 
County Civic Center has become an extentidn. of 
San* Quentin® Five defendants sit in shackles, 
leg irons and, handcuffs, chained to chairs 
• bolted onto the floor®, A plastic $40,000 
■■bullet proof shield separates participants in, 

.the trial from spectators®. 

Visitors to the trial must pass through two 
metal detectors, be photographed, present identi- 
fication , have their belongings searched twice 
and their bodies pat-searched® Three San Quentin 
guards are stationed only inches away from the 
defendants, where they overhear confidential con- 
versations between the six and their lawyers^ 
while armed deputies patrol the courtroom and the 
corridor outside® 

The trial judge, Henry Broderick, a Reagan 
appointee, personally ordered the security sys- 
tem. He insults the defendants and their lawyers, 
--questioning their knowledge of the law and the 
facts of the case — . and has already handed down 
five contempt citations® He denied defense 
requests to move the trial out of the white, 
wealthy Marin County, and particularly from the 
courtroom, which gained notoriety when Jonathan 
Jackson took Judge Harold Haley hostage there in 
the 1970 attempt to free his brother George 
Jackson® Broderick succeeded Haley, a close 
friend, but has threatened defense lawyers with 
contempt, for their suggestions that this might 
prejudice him® 

Broderick also turned down a request to order 
the FBI, the CIA, and various state police agen- 
cies to provide the defense with counter-intelli- 
gence data on George Jackson and his brother® 

The defense maintains this evidense would show that 
these agencies had prior knowledge of the 1970 
courthouse takeover, and that it may even show 
they instigated the violence that killed Jackson 
at San Quentino 

Basic Contradictions 

The prosecution claims that Steve Bingham, 
a lawyer, smuggled a gun and ammunition clip to 
George Jaclcson in a tape recorder or an attache 
case. Jackson concealed the gun and clips under 
a wig, it charges, and then returned to the Ad- 
justment Center, and forced a guard to open the 
cell. He’s alleged to have shot one guard, while 
other prisoners killed two guards, wounded three, 
and killed two inmate trustees® 


The six have been in and out of the Marin 
County courthouse, chained |ind shackled, ever since 
their arraignment on October 5, 1971. The grand 
jury handed down their indictment by a bare majority, 
and three of the jurors stormed out the last day, 
calling the case a "white wash". 

In 1974, an out-of-county judge quashed the 
indictments, because the grand jury pool from which 
the jurors were selected excluded black and poor 
people® This ruling was overturned by an appellate 
court however, and the San Quentin Six trial began 
in January, 1975® Only four jurors out of an 800- 
person jury pool were black however, and many of 
the jurors admitted that seeing the defendants 
shackled to the chairs in prison garb tended to 


Then, in an attempt to escape, says the 
prosecution, Jackson ran into the prison yard 
gun in hand, accompanied by another prisoner, 

Johnny Larry Spain® The prosecution says a guard 
in a tower on the 20 foot wall surrounding the 
courtyard shot Jackson through the head, the bullet 
going through his body and out his back, killing 
him instantly. 

But a few weeks later the coroner admitted 
that the bullet that killed Jackson had entered 
his back, coming out through his head, indicating 
that he wasn’t killed from above, but rather as he 
was lying on the ground, face down® No one has 
explained how Jackson thought he could have escaped 
by running 100 feet towards a 20-foot cement wall 




SECRET GRAND JURY TESTIMONY CONTRADICTS GOV. RHODES 

Sworn statements in rent state Trial 

NEW YORK (INS) --Recently revealed, secret grand ■ 
jury testimony by a former commander of the Ohio Na- 
tional Guard indicates Governor James A. Rhodes gave 
false testimony at the recent: Kent State civil trial. 
Rhodes was one of several defendants in the $46 
million damage suit stemming from the 1970 killings 
of four Kent State students-during-protests of the H.S. 
invasion of Cambodia. All the defendants were acquitted 
in mid-August. 

Legal everts say Rhodes 1 testimony may violate 
fdderal or state perjury laws. or false. statement laws. 

In addition, at leastone. lawyer close to the case 
said the findings could. play. an. important role in 
appealing the jury's acquittal verdict. 

The secret testimony, first . reported in the 
September 2 % Plain Dealer, ..A. Cleveland -daily, focuses 
on the grand jury testimony-of. Sylvester T. Del Corso, 
adjutant general of the Ohio National Guard. 

the Contradiction: itt: Governor. -Rhodes testimony 
centers on reports that. Rhodes -called_then-¥ice President 
Spiro T. Agnew, asking: for: a. federal- investigation the 
afternoon the students were _ shot. Rhodes , under oath 
at the civil trial, denied -calling- Agnew, and when 
pressed by prosecution lawyers, ;aIso::denied, three 
times, talking to Agnew. 

Del Corso, -however, hadstestified. in court that 
Rhodes cal led- Agnew, 'but :his: secret grand- jury testimony 
was even more detailed. . He: said :he went to the gover- 
nor's office immediately after learning of the shoot- 
ings and stayedwith Rhodes during most of the day. 

Del Corso said Rhodes initiated: the: call to Agnew and 
afterwards let him. talk with the Vice: President who 
immediately. asked Del Corso: if: the: shootings were 
racially motivated. 

Confronted. with: the contradiction, Rhodes of V 
fered varying- explanations when: interviewed by the 
Plain Dealer on September 26. 

''I talked to him, 1 :' -Rhodes: said, -referring to 
Agnew. "In court : they: only: asked-me _i£:I called him. 

I answered that I did not call him." 

Later in the day, however,,. Rhodes hedged after 
he was read his July court testimony which showed 
that he was also asked.if he. talked to: Agnew. "I 
know I talked to him some: time -that; week, but I couldn't 
s ay specif ical ly~ that day, I f just don ' t remember . I 
probably talked to. him that week some time." 

According- to one lawyer close to the case, the 
discrepancy in Rhodes ! : testimony: cal Is into question 
"the governor's actions, his motivations and trhe whole 
subject of the Jstudeirfcs]] assembly: and its dispersal 
with troops." 

"This is: a significant: event, the: lawyer • con- 
tinued. " If you: would: talk -to .the: Vice President 
of the United States, it. would-be:fantastic for him 
[Rhodes] to . say he doesn ' t remember . This was 
characteristic of a lot: of his testimony." 

In addition to Del Corso! s: remarks hbout Rhodes , 
the former commander of the Ohio. National Guard told 
the grand j ury that: the: guardsmen: were not justified 
in their actions, that: university: officials were "very - 
very negligent . We could substantiate no sniper fire 


[by students.]:. There wasn't any, " Del Corso said. 

Lawyers for the. dead students and for the nine 
. students wounded by guardsmen' s bullets, had tried 
to introduce. Del Corse's statements in the civil trial 
They were blocked, however, by: Judge. Don Jm Young 
who ruled that Del Corso, who was a defendant, could 
.not 'be: forxwsd ■'■to.: testify as an : expert . 

Young would also not: allow lawyers to ask Del Cor 
so whether he considered the shootings justified, nor 
introduce Del. Corso 's grand jury testimony for the 
jury to hear. Exclusion of the testimony was 
considered a major blow to the plaintiff's case 
against the 20 guardsmen, -state and university 
officials. 
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[Thanks to Point of View, for this information] 

[See #733 and: #732 for background, on the executions 
and European protests] 

: THREE... POLICE KILLED IN SPAIN IN PROTEST , 

CT OF EXECUTION OF LEFTISTS 

[Editor's note: most of the following information 
was provided by Intemews .] 

NEW YORK (LNS) --Three policemen:were killed in 
■-Madrid -October -1 ,... apparently in protest of the 
exe cutions four days earlier of five young radic al 3 „ 
The following day, October 2 , millions of workers 
throughout Europe took . time off.. from their jobs 
to protest the. Franco: regime. 

Mostof the work stoppages were symbolic, only 
lasting a few minutes. But the large-scale 
protests did indicate how strong anti-Franco 
feeling is among. Europeans who see the Spanish 
dictator as the last vestige of fascist rule in 
Europe. 

Unions-in the Scandinavian countries are 
banning Spanish products and services for up to 
three days and in Portugal dockworkers refused for 
8 hours to unload Spanish ships . The strongest 
boycott has been conducted. by Italian dockworkers , 
who have refused to unload any: Spanish cargo since 
September 26, when Spain announced plans to 
execute the five leftists . 

Nearly 200 flights in and out of Spain were 
cancel led as European airl inesworkers joined the 
boycott: and in: West Germany thousands of workers 
held a 2-minute silent protest, Italian workers 
held:fifteen: minute silent demonstrations and in 
Greece work came to a halt for 10 minutes and trans- 
portation workers began a two-day boycott against 
Spain, Also in Greece, private school teachers 
were instructed to tell. their students about 
Franco's fascist regime and his murder of the five 
radicals , convicted with six others of allegedly 
killing police officers. 

The: three policemen killed in Madrid on Oct- 
ober 1 proceeded by just a few hours a large 
government-sponsored demonstration held to counter 
the "isiau^hif anti-Franco protests inside and 
outside. Spain. The rally also celebrated the 
39th anniversary of the start of the civil war 
that brought Franco to power— with the h&lp of the 
Nazis— over the duly elected federal government . 

.^CONTINUED ON PAGE 8 



SOCIALIST PARTY CHARGES PORTUGUESE LEFT 
' WITH' PLOTTING COUP 

BERKELEY, CA.. ( INTERNEWS/ LNS) -- Supported by 
the moderate commander o£ Portugal's northern mili- 
tary region, the Portuguese Socialist Party claimed 
credit October 2 for preventing a left wing coup 
the previous night. The northern commander said that 
he had information that a coup was being planned by 
left wing groups, but in Lisbon,' the internal sec- 
urity command, COPCON, dismissed the warning of a 
coup as part of a carefully orchestrated alarmest 
campaign against the left. 

The alleged coup plan conveniently lumped to- 
gether all the critics of Portugal's new cabinet 
— including the far left, the Communist Party, 
leftist soldiers in Lisbon, and the media, which 
had been controlled by the .left until September 29. 
Communiques from the Socialists and the Popular 
Democrats made the unlikely charge that ultra left 
groups were in the service of the CIA. 

The Revolutionary United Front, a newly created 
coalition of far left groups, was also implicated. 

The ’Front issued a statement however that said 
"revolutionary parties do not carry out coups. Only 
right wing ones like the Socialists do." 

So far the Socialists ahd Popular Democrats have 
refused to reveal details of the alleged jslot or say 
how they discovered it. '*'o -r/ .(-r t .' ■ ' : /.> > ' v - 

Together fhe two parties mobilized 100, OOti of 
their supporters across Portugal to halt the alleged 
coup. Pickets stood guard all night around newspaper 
and radio stations in Lisbon, and military roadblocks 
were set up at t the main entrances to the city to search 
cars for arms. But there were no disturbances or signs 
of a coup plot. 

The Communist- led trade unionsconfederation, 
Intersyndical , did hold a rally which brought thousands 
of peasants and shepherds from ’RortugaT'rs rad;ieail south- 
ern region to Lisbon on tractors and trucks. The col- 
umn of southerners reportedly paused briefly at the 
city's gates and talked withj sympathetic soldiers who 
greeted them with clenched fist salutes as they entered 
the city. The rally occurred without incident. 
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***************************************************** 

[Note to editors: Although the following story contains 
some new information, it generally covers the same 
events that our story on Portugal in the last packet 
(#733) covered. But we thought it would be of inter- 
est because of its vivid descriptions of the events in 
Portugal in the last two weeks. It was written by our 
regular correspondent in Paris, now visiting Portugal 
for several weeks. 


The September 19 establishment of the Provisional 
Government -- the country's sixth in seygfltegn m.qnths-- 
marked a distinct and sudden turn to the fight. The 
American press, and business ciriles like the West 
European Common Market, applauded the "reversal of 
the leftist trend" when the Socialist Party and its 
conservative ally, the Popular Democratic Party, 
emerged as the predominant political influence in 
the newly- formed cabinet headed by Prime Minister 
Pinheiro de Azavedo. 

But the forces of the left reacted swiftly 
and vigorously, asserting their views in the streets 
and shaking the administration by a series of 
massive and defiant actions. 

A huge parade of roughly 7,000 to 8,000 rebel- 
lious soldiers marched through Lisbon September 25. 
Cheered on by people on the sidewalks as others 
waved enthusiastically from balconies above, the 
soldiers marched along the broad avenues and through 
the little streets, up and down the hills on which 
the capital is built. They were followed by some 
40,000 civilians, workers from factories under the 
control of workers' councils as well as factories 
still privately owned, construction workers in their 
hard hats and overalls, students bursting with en- 
thusiasm, people of all ages and many ' walks) ©fi iif.e. 

The parade, openly opposed to the Sixth Govern- 
ment and its conservative trends, was organized by 
a newly born Organization of leftist enlisted men 
called "Soldiers United Will Win." In a manifesto 
distributed to the Lisbon population during the pa- 
rade, the group, still semi-clandestine, declared 
that its members and many rank-and-file soldiers 
could no longer trust the Armed Forces Movement offi- 
cers who carried out the April 25 ooup. 

"We are workers and peasants in uniform, and 
our struggle is that of the working class," the 
statement read, explaining that by accepting the new 
conservative administration, the officers of the 
Armed Forces Movement were betraying the trust fchet ^ 
soldiers had placed in them. 

"It is now up to the enlisted men to act on 
their own account," the statement concluded, "and 
to defend their own interests, 1 the interests of the 
socialist revolution." 

Leftist Soldiers Released From Jail 

After the ’march, the demonstrators held an im- 
promptu meeting in, an open field, where the organizers 
announced plans to go the next day to the nearby 
Trafario military prison to demand freedom for two 
soldiers recently jailed there, who had distributed 
Soldiers United Will Win leaflets. The crowd shouted 
back, "Today, today!" 


REPORT FROM LISBON: CONFRONTATION GROWING 

By Schofield Coryell 
LIBERATION NEWS Service 

LISBON, (Portugal (LNS) -- "Soldiers Always at the 


Instantly, virtually the entire fleet of Lisbon's 
buses was mobilized. A caravan of trucks and English- 
style double deckers filled with shouting, singing 
militants, rumbled to the prison where they were 
joined by thousands on foot. ' 


Side of the People!" and "Portugal Will Not Be the Initially, the prison commander refused to re- 

Chile of Europe!" were the shouts that filled the air lease the prisoners, but the fighting spirit of the 

of Lisbon in late September as Portuguese workers in crowd impressed the soldiers inside the barracks and 

industry and agriculture began to take matters increas- persuaded the commander to telephone I for orders to 

ingly into their own hands . General Otelo de Carvalho, the commander of the 
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more. 


Media Crackdown 


l 


military force , C0PCQN,,;^d;C^8i4ayed-'- friendly to 
the left. Carvalho ordered^the: soldiers free<|* In reS ponse to the developing mass movement 

Accompanied :by : enthusiastic:. appliuase and shouts i n the streets and the increasing militancy of the 
of "Victory!" the freed- soldiers addressed the crowd. left > the Prime Minister ordered the military 
"Thanks to your solidarity, we are now free," they occupation of Lisbon’s three radio and one televi- 
said. "We have won the right to organize, and we will sion statioisrron September 29. 


go on organizing." 

But events were moving rapidly. The next morn- 
ing, September 26, the Prime Minister's office issued 
a harshly-worded communique announcing the creation 
of a special new military unit, directly responsible 
to the President, with the mission of maintaining law 
and order. The communique cited the "serious inci- 
dents of the past few days," an obvious reference to 
the soldiers' march and the freeing of prisoners. 

The following day, news spread that five impri- 
soned revolutionaries had been executed in Spain. 
Hundreds of Spanish exiles and Portuguese anti- 
fascists raced to the Spanish Embassy and Consulate 
to vent their anger against those symbols of Franco's 
dictatorship. Police made no attempt to stop the 
destruction of the buildings. 

The demonstrators replaced the Spanish flag 
with that of the Revolutionary Anti-Fascist Front 
(FRAP) , to which three of the executed militants be- 
longed. Since then, large crowds have been gather- 
ing around the burned -out buildings to inspect the 
ruins and to reflect. 

Disabled Veterans Protest 

At the same time, pressing their demands for 
"work, not charity," a group of disabled veterans 
of Portugal's African wars occupied the entrance to 
the huge Greek-style Parliment building where the 
new Cabinet was meeting. One of the wounded war 
veterans there told me, "Our struggle is part of the 
Whole struggle of the workers for their rights and 
dignity. " 

Some of the veterans, wounded while carrying 
out murderous missions for the colonialist'army in 
Angola, Guinea-Bissau, or Mozambique, were in wheel 
chairs, others were on crutches. While they were 
blocking the entrance, the cabinet ministers appeared, 
but a squad of commando troops from the regiment com- 
manded by the tough, right-wing Colonel Jaime Neves, 
intervened, driving the veterans away to clear the 
way for the ministers. 

The next day, Sunday, the newly-formed United 
Revolutionary Front (FUR) , a coalition of leftist 
organizations of various tendencies with a common 
platform of struggle for "people's power," paraded 
through the city, denouncing the rightist threat. 

They called for land reform, the elimination of re- 
actionaries from the barracks, and direct democracy 
through people's assemblies. 

Like the leftist soldiers who had paraded on 
Thursday, they denounced the right-wing secret 
"Liberation Army," believed to be headed by exiled 
General Spinola and backed by the CIA. 

The demonstrators assembled at the entrance to 
the ParTafoent building to show their solidarity with 
the wounded war veterans. A few squads of soldiers 
took up positions in front Of the building in a con- 
spicuously lackadaisical , friendly manner, clearly 
fraternizing with the veterans and the crowd. 


At a press conference for the foreign press, 
an embarrassed Minister of Social Communications 
tried to justify the measure. Reading from an 
official communique, he declared that the stations 
had been "inciting to provocation and disorder" and 
violating the "centuries-old principles of social 
life." 

The startling news of the take-over sparked 
rapidly organized protest by the United Revolu- 
tionary Front. Marching to Radio Renascenca, pro- 
testers voiced their support for a "radio at the 
service of the people," Inside, the soldiers who 
were occupying the station refused to interfere 
with the radio's activities. They waved cheerfully 
to the demonstrators and later issued a statement 
supporting the workers. 

But the transmitters for the station, located 
outside the city, were taken over by Colonel 
Neves's special commandos. The station has been 
effectively prevented from broadcasting. 

Tuesday evening, September 30, the Socialist 
and Popular Democratic Parties took to the streets 
to demonstrate their support for the repressive 
measures taken by the Sixth Government. About 
20,000 demonstrators marched against "anarchy and 
chaos," "the manipulation of the press," and "the 
climate of violence." 

The demonstration proceeded to the National 
Radio Station which was guarded by troops and 
protected by leftist militants. Fighting broke 
out between the two groups, and the soldiers 
intervened with tear-gas grenades. 

Prime Minister de Azevedo has justified the 
new government's repressive measures as necessary 
to "prevent anarchy and indiscipline in and out of 
the barracks," and to "save the country from 
fascism." 

The country is on the verge of a serious con- 
frontation, and the primary tactic of the present 
government seems to be the use of fear of a fascist 
takeover as a pretext for a drive against the 
left, with a view to preserving Portugal for 
capitalism. 

-30- 

************************************* ************** 
POOR QUALITY PRODUCTS GET RICH ON ADVERTISING 

NEW YORK (LNS) »- One measure of the (worthless- 
ness of a product is the amount of advertising a 
the producer puts in to sell it. Not surprisingly, 
the companies with the highest advertising budgets 
in 1974, according to Advertising Age, were com- 
panies selling cosmetics, pet food, non-prescrip- 
tion drugs, cars, cigarettes, alcohol, and junk 
food. 

The most heavily hyped "foods" by brand names 
were in 1974: Seven-Up ($28 million in ads), Coke and 
Tab ($27 million), Pepsi Cola ($25 million) . -30- 
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HEARING GRANTED ON "SELECTIVE PROSECUTION" IN ATTICA 
CASES; JOMO'S TRIAL CONTINUES 

NEW YORK (LNS)— During the trial of Attica de- 
fendant Jomo Joka Omowale (Eric Thompson) a hearing 
was finally granted in late September on the issue 
of "selective prosecution" to determine whether the 
Attica indictments should be dismissed. 

62 prisoners were indicted following the Attica 
prison uprising of 1971, despite official findings 
that police bullets caused dozens of deaths and hun- 
dreds of injuries during and after the massacre 
which left 43 people dead. 

On September 25 the hearings were temporarily 
halted, however, because Governor Hugh Carey announced, 
a possible grant of amnesty in the Attica cases in 
light of a soon- to-be released investigation into 
the state's prosecution. 

Selective Prosecution 

1 While Attica defendants and their supporters 

have long cited evidence of discriminatory prosecu- 
tion, Jomo's trial is the first case in which a court 
has agreed to hear such evidence. 

"We've wanted to do this for many years;" said 
Elizabeth Gaynes , an attorney for Jomo. "The judge 
didn't do us a favor .... We were entitled by law to 
this hearing. This time, we have a specific case in 
which a specific defendant [Jomo] had crimes commit- 
ted against him which weren't investigated but were 
ignored by the state." 

Supreme Court Judge Ann Mikoll granted the ‘ i 
hearing September 16 on the second day of Jomo's 
trial on kidnapping and murder charges stemming from 
the rebellion and state assault on Attica prison; The 
outcome is expected to affect the other Attica de- 
fendants still facing trial. 

"A policy decision was made at the outset of the 
investigation to prosecute only inmates," said Vincent 
Doyle, an attorney defending Jomo. "Whether it "wars 
made by Rockefeller or his aides, I don't know. Bht 
we are going as far up the ladder as possible to find 
that out, and that includes the vice-president him- 
self if we can obtain his testimony," 

Beginning September 22, several defense witnesses, 
including Jomo himself, his two attorneys, former 
National Guard members and former prisoners, testi- 
fied that crimes were committed by state personnel, 
and that the state knew of these but failed to ser- 
iously investigate or prosecute them. 

Attorney Elizabeth Gaynes said that prosecutors 
failed to investigate Jomo's statement that he had 
been shot during the assault on the prison by a high- 
powered rifle. Then, she said, a prison guard who 
had known him from Auburn prison and called him by 
name, shot him four or five times in the back and 
left him for dead. 

In addition, Gyanes said, state investigators 
thwarted Jomo's attempts to fully identify the guard 
that assaulted him in the prispn hospital. 

Joino has never been asked to testify before 
either of the two special Wyoming County grand juries 
called to investigate the events at Attica. ' ’ 

Brutal Treatment 

Testimony by two former National Guard members 
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included descriptions of atrocities against prison- 
. ers similar to those Jomo said he experienced. 

Medic Kevin Burke said he had seen prison doctor 
Sternberg "kicking and pummeling inmates lying on 
the ground.... I saw Dr. Sternberg kick one inmate 
in the stomach and pay 'You're not hurt.'" 

Similarly, Jom had previously testified that 
after a National Guard member had finally placed him 
on a stretcher, naked and bleeding and covered only 
by a blanket, Sternberg had pulled of the blanket, 
told him there was nothing wrong with him, and order- 
ed him returned. to a cell. Jomo was then beaten and 
dragged to a cell where he remained until doctors 
from Buffalo found him the next day and had him 
moved to the prison hospital. 

Burke further testified that he saw four black 
prisoners die from complications arising from shock 
after blankets were continually pulled off their 
naked bodies on the cold wet day of September 13, 

1971. In addition, pressure bandages necessary to 
save their lives had been ripped away from the heads 
of some of the prisoners. 

Burke explained that guards continually restrain- 
ed National Guard members from treating prisoners 
and that prison guards said "these niggers" had 
killed all the hostages. 

Former National Guard member James O' Day wept 
as he recalled the brutal torture and assaults of 
prisoners he had witnessed, testifying that they 
were denied medical treatment. O'Day also said state 
investigators failed to pursue any of the information 
or identifications he made, nor did. they take any 
statements from him. 

Two former prisoners then testified. Charles 
"Flip" Crowley said that guards had repeatedly beaten 
and sodomized him with "nigger sticks" and had ver- 
bally abused him following the uprising. 

Former prisoner Robin Palmer testified to wit- 
nessing the murder of prisoner Sam Melville, and 
described the retaking of the prison by state author- 
ities. He told of prisoners being forced to run 
through a gauntlet naked, while guards and troopers 
beat them with sticks and clubs, calling them "nigger" 
and "white nigger." 

When Palmer attempted to describe prisoners he 
saw marked with "X's," spat upon and threatened with 
death, the prosecutor objected that the testimony 
was irrelevant. 

Amnesty a Possibility 

Governor Carey announced in late September that 
he may be forced to grant amnesty if the soon-to-be 
released Meyer report, an investigation of the Attica 
prosecutioh, concludes that there has been illegal 
selective prosecution. Many Attica supporters, how- 
ever, expect the Meyer report to "whitewash" the 
evidence. 

Carey's proposed amnesty would also, protect the 
state police and officials involved in the brutal at- 
tack on the prison. When asked if it would also apply 
to the two Attica defendants already convicted — 
Charles Pernasj-lice and John Hill — Carey said such 
judgments would be made on a case by case basis. 

Defendants and their supporters have long 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8 
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11 AMERICAN GROUP LAUNCHES. CAMPAIGN FOR AI 
AID TO VIET NAM 

NEW YORK (LNS) --The launching of a "Friendship- 
ment" campaign for "people to people aid to Viet Nam 1 ' 
was announced at a press conference in New York City 
on October 2. 

i Spokeswoman for the campa.ign Cora Weiss explained 
that Friendshipment is an umbrella. organization of so 
some 30 groins who are rais ing funds . and materials 
to contribute to the reconstruction effort in Viet 
Nam. 

"We would like to get at- least a million 
dollars worth of equipments. for beginners, and keep 
going," Weiss said. "The goal is to get Congress to 
appropriate significant, massive postwar aid. That's 
the real goal. We are here to show the way. This 
is people aid. The people can't afford the money th 
that the government can afford." 

The U . S . government . has. thus far taken the 
position that it will not fulfill its obligations, 
as outlined in the 1973 Paris Peace Agreement, to 
"contribute "to healing the wounds of war and to 
post war reconstruction throughout Indochina." 

In addition, the U.S. government has created 
many obstacles for private groups in the U.S. who 
have tried to send aid b^putting Viet Nam in its 
"Z" trading category. The U.S. has also put an 
embargo on any transactions between the Unifcdd States 
and Viet Nam. 

Ambassador Ngyuen Van Luu., Permanent Observer 
to the United Nations for the Democratic Republic 
of Viet Nam, accepted the aid- offer on. behalf of the 
north and south Vietnamese people and governments. 

"I'm glad to be.here.today;'feo-eaqa:ess on behalf 
of the Vietnamese people. our. profound^ gratitude to 
the American people for their support; throughout the 
Viet Nam war for the just. cause of. the Vietnamese 
people," said Ambassador. Luu, . his -remarks translated 
from Vietnamese. . "We: are ;.very glad - today to receive 
the offer of aid forwarded: to us by the Friendship- 
ment." 

"We believe that progressive mankind and pro^ 
gressive Americans do not -approve, of the. hostile 
pol icy of the United-States - government.. toward Viet 
Nam," Ambassador Luu. told the -press. "We are now 
living in an era. in which: the. .voice of people 
throughout the world constitutes. the last say. We 
believe that with the approval and -the support of 
all mankind , our j us t goals will at- last be achieved . " 
* * * 

Contributioxis:to.thesreeonstruction: aid_shOuld.- - 
be sent to: Friendshipment, 235 E. 49 Street, New 

York, New York 10010. 

■ -30- ; 

* ** * ***********&***&&&•&& ***** ^^*^**^ **^*^****** j * * * ** 

''Bolshevism is knocking at our gates. We can’t 
afford to let it in. We have got to organize our- 
selves against it , and . put oi& skmilders to- 
gether and hold fast. We must keep America whole 
and safe and unspoiled. " 

— Al Capone 
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FORD GIVES IN TO DEMAND OF EVACUEES 
ON GUAM TO. RETURN TO VIETNAM 

. . ■ . -..,.^NEW....;Y0RK r .(Ii^) ^-'lWe,.have said many times that 
we welcome and we are ready to accept Vietnamese 
who: want to come back to VietNNaim. This is the 
policy of our govemment . " 

This statement was made on October 2 by 
Huynh Huu.N^iiep, Counsellor of the Republic of 
South Viet Nam in their Permanent Observer 
Mission to the. United Nations., Mr. Nghiep was 
responding to the recent U .S. government decision 
to allow the 1600 evacuees on Guam to return 
to Viet Nam. 

After four months: of intense pressure from 
the evacuees, including demonstrations and 
hunger strikes, the U.S. finally announced that 
it would allow them to leave Guam. President 
Ford made the decision on September 29, with 
the concurrence of the National Security Council. 

In spite of the Vietnamese government's 
previously stated policy, however, Viet Nam Refugee 
Task Force Director Julia Taft still expressed doubt 
as to whether Vietnam would accept the evacuees 
in her announcement of Ford' s decision. 

Mr. Nghiep stressed that his govemment sees 
that the situation the evacuees find themselves 
in ".is not their fault, the primary fault for 
their leaving is the U.S. govemment . " 

Many of those who left had served in Thieu's 
army and were ordered to fly their planes or 
take ships to U.S. bases in the Pacific after 
the April: 30, liberation of Saigon. At least 
thirteen airmen said that they had been drugged 
by U.S. military personnel and forcibly removed 
from Viet Nam. 

Details of the several thousand mile voyage 
back to Viet Nam have yet to be worked out. The 
1600 Vietnamese are expected to leave Guam by ship 
within two to three weeks. 
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14 ON TRIAL IN LONDON FOR ORGANIZING SOLDIERS 

AGAINST THE WAR IN NORTHERN IRELAND 

NEW YORK (LNS) — Fourteen British men and women 
came to trial on September 29 in London for organi- 
zing soldiers against fighting in j£orthem Ireland. 
The fourteen are charged with conspiracy to violate 
the British "Incitement to Disaffection Act , " 
carrying a life. sentence. 

Twelve of the fourteen also have been charged 
with possession of leaflets concerning military 
discharges, for which they face a possible two 
years and $500. for each leaflet possessed. And two ?. 
are accused of harboring an AWOL soldier. 

The men and women are all members of the 
British Withdrawal From Northern Ireland Campaign 
(BWNIC) . Their defence struggle is being waged 
by a broad, coalition including leftists, trade 
unions, and rank and file workers' organizations 
and student groups. 


October 4, 1975 more. . . , 


The Fort Bragg GI Union. in the United States 
stressed that the British go wrnment is using the 
conspiracy laws "to obtainilong: sentences on charges 
which ordinarily carry shorter jail terms." 

"The struggle of BWNIC and others "Is similar 
in many ways to the GI. -movement in the U,S. ," 
continued. the GI Union. "The- campaign: against both 
the war and the case of the 14 : is waged- in civil ian 
and military communities and includes leaflets , 
marches, public meetings and forums at workers 
student and community organ izati ons . The effort 
is carried to the soldiers with legal help, 
counsel for deserters and: conscientious objectors , 
and underground papers." 

* * * 

Letters, of protest concerning the case can be 
sent to the chief prosecutor: Peter AzcherrMP , 

So lie iter General , House of Commons , London SW1, 
England. 
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*************************************************** 
SPANISH POLICE KILLED--continued from p. 3 

A large number of people had been brought iin from 
the provinces to - the: ral ly, government employees and 
other: workers had been: given the: day off /schools 
were cl os ed and organizations : of veterans and other 
rightists were nut in force. : Franco : thanked the 
crowd, which was; largely: middie'rclass and middle- 
aged. according: to a-New Yo^k Times: report, fbr 
what he called their "serene and virile demonstration 
of support. " 

Police immediately- launched a massiv6 hunt for 
the people who had killed- the three policemen, 
put ting up road: blocks : throughout the city and 
stopping: and; searching; cars^: Heavy: security was 
also in effect at the: rallyas: soldiers and riot po« 
lice stood by and helicopters: flew over head. 

At the, funeral: for the: 3 policemen -the next 
day hundreds of plainclothes policemen shouted 
"death to all communists" and eilled for mlbre 
government executions of suspected leftists. They 
held their arms outstretched in; fascist salutes as 
they filed by the coffins. 
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ATTICA TRIAL --continued from p. 6 

pressured Carey , picketing: and confronting him at 
publ ic appearances ; with: demands iforoamnesty for the 
Attica brothers . In: addition, : the recent testimony 
at Jomo's pre-trial hearing :on: the brutal attacks 
by law enforcement officers; has: received widespread 
publicity. 

The selective prosecution-hearing is scheduled 
to resume October- 6, .when: Jomo ' s defense is; expected 
to call other; witnesses, 'including: special prosecu- 
tor Anthony Simonetti and Malcolm: Bell, former aide 
to Simonetti , who prompted: tdie:Meyer investigation 
last April . after: charging; his.bossiwith: a coverup 
of state: crimes. Officials: from: the New York State 
Police and the Corrections Department , lawyers, and 
former prisoners will also testify. 

In addition , the defense will attempt to sub- 
poena former Governor Nelson Rockefeller^ who ordered 
the state assault on the prison. 

’".Thf-s: Jtsy the: first .time. .in. foUrt years; fhatu we.'ve 
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been ; allowed to>use their courts to bring upj.our 
issues j" defense attorney Gaynes noted. "We 'd , 
rather not be in court at all . But if we .. have : 
t.orbe in the courts, we'd? -rat her be telling our 
story, than listening t o the ir frame - up . cas e s .". e 

For further information, or to contribute 
desperately needed funds in order to continue 
the hearing on selective prosecution, contact 
Attica Bond: to Free Jomo vP.O. ; Box 620, Ellicott 
Station, Buffalo, N-Y. 14205. Phone (716) 881- 
4471. 
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[Thanks to Attica Bond to Free -Jomo for this 
information] 

**************************************** ********** 

SAN QUENTIN SIX BACKGROUND— con' t from page 2 
in full view of armed guards in gun towers. 

The prosecution also fails to explain how a 
gun could have been passed through an intensive 
search given to Stephen Bingham and his attache 
case. The defense has already proved that it could 
not have fit undetected in the tape recorder and ex- 
periments conducted by the San Francisco Chronicle 
showed that Jackson could not have concealed the 
gun in his hair or a wig. 

The defense says the gun in question was brought 
in illegally by a prison guard and had been protrud- 
ing from his hip pocket earlier in the day. It also 
says there was at least one police agent operating 
in the Adjustment Center that day. 

Jackson at Center of Prison Movement 

Prison officials' had substantial motives for 
wanting George Jackson dead. Through his book 
"Soledad Brother" and other writings, Jackson be- 
came an internationally known leader and spokes- 
person for both the Black Panther Party and the 
rapidly growing prisoner movement. 

Between 1969 and 1971, political study groups 
spread throughout California's prisons, and multi- 
racial, overtly political strikes and rebellions 
occurred at Folsum, Susanville, and San Quentin. 
Lawyers, journalists and others on the outside 
organized support and spread the word about the con- 
ditions in California prisons, and the growing 
prison movement. 

George Jackson was at the center of these de- 
velopments. His death came just two days before the 
start of a trial which would have given him a sig- 
nificant public forum. Blaming the incident on 
other politically active prisoners provided the 
cover for the massive lockup and beatings which 
followed Jackson ' s death . And implicating Bingham, 
a lawyer, provided an excuse to cut down drastically 
prisoners' communications with lawyers, journalists, 
an outside supporters. 

Most of California's 20,000 prisoners believe 
that George Jackson was deliberately set up and 
killed to stem an increasingly militant movement 
behind the walls. "Prisoners all over the country 
are watching this trial," one defense attorney re- 
marked, of the San Quentin Six Trial. 
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. . “The critics were right — that flick is scarier than 
‘Godfather II’, ‘The Exorcist IV and ‘JawsII’put 
together.’’ 








TOP RIGHT: Inflation cartoon TOP LEFT: A demonstration in Lisbon , 

Portugal conducted by the leftist 
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against the government on Sunday, 
September 28. 
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LOWER RIGHT: Photos of the San Quentin ; LOWER LEFT: Ambassador Nguyen Van Luu, 

Six, who are on trial in Marin County, permanent observor of the Democratic 

:^^Tfornia, for conspiracy to commit Republic of Vietnam to the United 

^^pder* kipnap, and escape, in connec- Nations, accepting offer of financial 

'in&n with a 1971 incfdont ih'Whfeh prisoner aid from "Friendshipment," in 

George Jackson was killed. New York City, October 2, 1975. 



On the left, from top to bottom, 
they are: Fleeta Drumgo 




David Johnson 
Hugo Pinell , 


On the right, they are: 

Johnny Larry Spain 
Luis Talamantez 
Willie Tate ! :: 
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Committee and the Black Panther Inter- 
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